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GRAND MASTER’S 
MESSAGE 
Texas Proud

	 My Brethren:

	 The Grand Master’s Conferences will be over by the time you read 
this. The presentation on the Texas Masonic Retirement Center was 
well received and opened many eyes to the best kept secret in Masonry. 
There were numerous questions, and I answered them as best I could. 
The presentation on the Committees of the Grand Lodge brought a good 
number of questions from the Entered Apprenticeses and Fellowcrafts 
that attended as many did not know how the Grand Lodge Committees 
work. 

	 The District Deputy Grand Masters are still reporting on the number of petitions being read in the lodges 
across Texas, which means you are still leading by example and replacing yourself. Brethren, Masonry is only 
for Good Men with Good Character. Please be sure of your candidate’s good character. We must have men of 
quality. If we allow the wrong kind of men to become Masons, we will destroy our Fraternity from within. So, 
when you bring in a candidate, stay with him all the way through his degrees and proficiencies. Let him know 
you really care as his top-line signer. 

	 I have really enjoyed traveling around this great State of ours meeting new friends and renewing old 
friendships. All the annual traditions of outdoor degrees and fish frys that the various lodges hold each year 
have been a great pleasure to me. I wish I could have made them all, but there is just no way that is possible with 
as many activities as the lodges are holding. This is a good problem to have!

	 Brethren, keep doing the things that Masons are taught to do while on bended knees.

Fraternally,

Orville L. O’Neill
Grand Master

Photo by John Lawson

Due to budget constraints there will only be 3 issues 
of the Texas Mason this year. Issue 1 was in magazine 

format. Issue 2 (this issue) is in black and white 
newsletter format. The final issue will be published in 

October and will return to magazine format.



Message from the 
Grand Secretary...

Oft Neglected Training 
Requirements

	 As you prepare for the ensuing 
Constituent Lodge year, I encourage 
you to review your use of two often 

neglected training programs – the Additional Lodge Light (ALL) 
and the Lodge Instruction for Effectiveness (LIFE). The first is not 
mentioned by name in the Law Book, and the second has only been 
added to the Law book by name during the last several years. Both 
of these programs are available from the Lodge Order Blank, and 
all Lodges should have a copy on file.
	 Hopefully the Worshipful Master will have spent the last two 
years in planning “his year” and is ready to hit the ground running 
on his first stated meeting. He is directed in Article 284 to appoint 
the audit committee but he often overlooks appointing Lodge 
counselors (or committees) for the ALL and LIFE programs.
	 The ALL program is the “Grand Lodge approved course in 
Masonic Information under the supervision of the Committee on 
Masonic Education and Services” referred to in Article 439. The 
new Master Mason is required to have completed this course 
within ninety days after he is raised and is not an optional event. 
The counselor uses the “one-on-one” approach that is used to teach 
Masonic principles in the degree proficiencies. Its purpose is to make 
the new Mason comfortable in the Lodge’s Masonic environment 
and to encourage him to research the subject of Masonry. This can 
be an effective tool to bond the new, young Masons who appear to 
be joining the Lodges for the right reason.
	 The LIFE program was implemented in 1987 and is now 
mentioned in Article 276a as one of the items a Worshipful Master 
must have to meet the requirement of having completed a Grand 
Lodge approved course in Lodge administration approved 
under the supervision of the Masonic Education and Service 
Committee. Note: the completion of a Warden’s Retreat program 
will also count for this requirement. (See the Masonic Form 101 
that was revised in 2009). A person only has to complete one of 
these programs once to qualify for the Lodge Administration item 
under the current guidelines. Please understand, this requirement 
is not “grandfathered” for Past Masters and they must have one 
of the administration courses completed in order for the Lodge 
to consider them qualified. While Article 276a only applies to the 
qualification of the Worshipful Master, members striving to be the 
Lodge Wardens should be taking actions to obtain the requisite 
administration training.
	 The Grand Secretary’s office extends our heartiest 
congratulations to the new officers, and we offer our assistance 
when it is required.

Sincerely and Fraternally,

Tom Guest
Grand Secretary

Name Badges Now Available
Name badges are now being offered by the 
Grand Lodge of Texas for all Texas Masons, 
especially those who might not have access 
to a badge maker in their area. The badges, 
designed to easily slip onto the breast pocket 
of a suit or shirt, are available in two different 
styles - one for members and one for Past 
Master. The price for each badge is only 
$15.00, including tax and shipping.

Name Badge Order Form   
Please Print Legibly

____________________________
Name

____________________________
Lodge Name & Number

Check One:      Square & Compass
                        Past Master

____________________________
Ship to Name

____________________________
Address

__________________________
City                                    

__________________________
State                 Zip

__________________________
Phone Number

Send all orders to:
Clearview Printing, P.O. Box 1084, 
Midlothian, TX 76065

If ordering multiple badges, please include 
all information on a separate sheet. Make 
checks payable to “Grand Lodge of Texas.”



	 Enjoy a little of Waco’s rich history and a little local 
flavor. Your adventure will begin with a tour of the First 
Baptist Church, one of Waco’s oldest churches – a sight 
to behold both inside and out.
	 As we travel between stops, your guide will tell 
you a little about Waco’s history and point out local 
landmarks.
	 Next stop – lunch! You’ll enjoy a delicious lunch 
served on fine china in a tea room atmosphere at 

Amelia’s in Sironia . Plan to take advantage of the chance to do a little Christmas shopping while 
you are at Sironia – an eclectic collection of shops.
	 Finally, you will get a special preview of Historic Waco Foundation’s annual Christmas on the 
Brazos. You will visit the historic Fort House, a Greek Revival-style home built in 1868 by a wealthy 
Alabama planter. Each room is lovingly decorated with lights, presents and ornaments – adding to 
the already beautiful historic home. Travel back in time as you learn the story of the house and the 
families who called it home.
	 Trips will depart from the Grand Lodge Building from the 7th Street Entrance.
	 Registration forms will be available on the Grand Lodge Web Site, www.grandlodgeoftexas.org

A Taste of

                                          $25 per personWaco!

Texas Masonic Retirement Center Announces

New Luxury Apartments

Texas Masonic Retirement Center announces the opening of Royal Arch Plaza, 
an entirely new luxury apartment building. Overlooking a century-old pecan 
orchard, this latest addition to our outstanding accommodations for Texas 
Masons features upscale interiors in three different floor plans, full kitchens,  
and washer/dryer units.

Enjoy quiet country living, surrounded by more than 100 acres of grassland 
and wildflowers, or fill your days with countless activities ranging from Bass Hall 
musicals to Dallas Cowboy football games. Relax with the convenience of 
weekly housekeeping, gourmet meals, onsite medical care, exercise facilities, 
and transportation for all events or personal appointments.

Learn more about the amenities available at Royal Arch Plaza by visiting  
www.TexasMasonicRetirementCenter.org. You are also welcome to call us  
at 817.261.7612 (metro) or email to information@txmrc.org.

Texas Masonic Retirement Center • 1501 W. Division St.  • Arlington, Texas 76012

Your life. Even better.





2010 MASONIC MERCHANDISE

The Chinese zodiac says that the rooster crowing could scare away evil spirits, but we 
all know that Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the Soul. It has been a 
long journey, but now the roosters are nesting.

Proceeds to benefit the Texas Masonic Retirement Center

M Check Enclosed (Make Checks payable to Grand Lodge of Texas)

M Visa	 Card Number_ _______________________  Exp. Date___________

M MC	 Name:_ _______________________________________________

	 Address:_______________________________________________

	 City/State:________________________________ Zip:___________

	 Phone:________________________________________________

	 Signature______________________________________________

Mail this entire page to:	Grand Lodge of Texas
	 P.O. Box 446
 	 Waco, TX 76703

Please reproduce this order form and retain the original for your records.

Questions? Call 254-753-7395

Name:________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________

City/State:___________________________________ Zip:_ ______________

Title:____________________________________ District:_ ______________

ROOSTER

521OO

532OOEXP

532OO

521OO-C

525OO

520OO

524OO

526OO

522OO

527OO

528OO

530OO

529OOPM

529OO

536OO-B

536OO-K

533OOW

533OOB

540OO

QTY ITEM NO. DESCRIPTION COST* TOTAL

521OO Lapel Pin – w/Grand Master’s Logo $ 5.00

521OO-C Charm – w/Grand Master’s Logo $ 5.00

532OO Button Hook Tie Chain – with Charm $ 10.00

532OOEXP Expandable Tie Chain – with Charm $ 20.00

520OO Bronze Coin $ 5.00

524OO Enamel Coin $ 10.00

525OO Silver Coin $ 40.00

526OO Large Buckle – w/ Grand Master’s Logo $ 25.00

522OO Small Buckle – w/ Grand Master’s Logo $ 20.00

527OO Bolo Tie – w/ Grand Master’s Logo w/White Cord $ 13.00

530OO 3” Car Emblem – w/Grand Master’s Logo $ 13.00

528OO Logo Decals $ 1.00

529OO Tail Light Decals (pair) – Member $ 5.00

529OOPM Tail Light Decals (pair) – Past Master $ 5.00

536OO-B Cap –  Mesh Back/Blue $ 13.00

536OO-K Cap – Khaki Crown w/Blue Bill $ 13.00

533OOW Shirt – White
       Specify:   M M     M L     M XL     M XXL     M XXXL $ 25.00

533OOB Shirt – Blue  
       Specify:   M M     M L     M XL     M XXL     M XXXL $ 25.00

539OO Ceramic Coffee Mug  w/Grand Master’s Logo SOLD OUT

540OO Tie – Gold w/Grand Master’s Logo $ 30.00

ROOSTER Ladies’ Pin        Rooster $ 10.00

S/H under $50.00 $5.00

S/H over $50.00 $10.00

TOTAL (*Sales Tax Included)

53900
SOLD O

UT
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